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Preach'd before the 
On Friday May 29. 1713. 


Dr. HAC HEV Ex EL 
Honourable Houſe of Commons 


e 
| Do. ch. 2.5 of 1 


Sabbati 30 Die Mali 1713. 
Ordered, 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend Dr, Sacheverell for the Sermon by him 
Preached before this Houſe Yeſterday at St. Margaret's 
Weſtminſter, and that he be deſired to Print the ſame ; 
and that Sir Joh» Pakington, Sir William Mhiteloch, 


Mr. Hungerford, and Mr. Newland, do acquaint him there- 


Ordered, 


That no Perſon do preſume to Print the ſaid Sermon, 
but ſuch as Doctor Sacheverell ſhall appoint. 


Paul Jodrell, Cler Dom Con? 
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NOTIONS 


LIBERTY| 


RELIGION 
GOVERNMENT! 
DESTRUcTIVE of BOTH. | | 
| | O E R. M. O N | 


Honourable Houle of Commons| | 


At St. MARGARET's Weſtminſter | | 
On Friday May 29. 1713. | | 
By Henry SACHEVERELL, D. D. 
Rector of St. Andrew's Holbourn. 


LONDON: 


Printed for HENRY CLEMENTS, at the Half- Moon in St. Paul's 
Church- Yard, 1713. 
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1 PETER ii. 16. 


As Free, and not uſing your Liberty for a Cloak 
of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of God. 


for the Service of this Day : wherein the great 
Apoſtle of the Circumciſion preſſes the Duty of 
Subjection to the Civil Power upon the converted Jews. A 
People, who always ſtood in need of this Neceſſary Do- 
frine; a Generation always prone to Rebellion, for which 
the leaſt Motive of Diſcontent was thought a ſufficient 
Plea; a People, who (as far as 'twas in humane Power) 
had rejected God himſelf from being their Sovereign; and 
therefore it was not to be expected that they ſhould treat 
his Vicegerents with more Reverence. With this precarious 
Allegiance (for twas no better,) they ſeldom failed to 
ſerve even their Native Princes, who rul'd them under 
their own Oeconomy, and Religion. But now after the Diſ- 
ſolution of their Government, the Yoke of Foreign Nu- 
lers ſo gall'd their ſtiff Necks, that they could not bear 
it with any tolerable Patience. For God's own Heritage, 
His Choſen Generation, His Royal Prieſthood, His v. 9. 

Holy Nation, his Peculiar People, to ſubmit themſelves, 
like Slaves, to the Tyrannical Impoſitions of Heathen Em- 
perors and Governours; ſeem d ſuch a Paradox, that all 
che Humility and Meckneſs of the Chriſtian Religion 


could not ſoon reconcile them to it. The Apoſtle in- 
deed 


T HES E Words are part of the Epiſtle appointed 


- 


2 


| deed addreſſes himſelf to them with much Tenderneſs 
* | in this Point, allowing their Claim to theſe high Titles 
and Privileges. But at the fame time tells them that they 
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which, rightly apply'd, were indeed the molt prevail 
ing Obligations to Obedience: but that they ought 
to conſider their unhappy Circumſtances; that they 
v. 11. were Strangers and Pilgrims in foreign 
Countries, under a State of Perſecution and Tryal, and 
v.12, 5. therefore were more particularly bound to 
' abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, which war againſt the Soul; ha- 
Ding their Converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, that 
whereas they ſpoke againſt them as Evil. Doers, they might 
yy their good Works, which they ſhould behold, glorifie God 
In the Day of Viſitation, and to recommend that Reli- 
gion to the unconverted World by their Quietneſs, 
Patience, and Submiſſion, which that Religion ſo ear- 
neſtly enjoin d. Having thus prepar d the way to this 
great Duty of Subjection to Government, he lays it 
down in its full Extent, and Obligation. Submit your 
v. 13, C. ſelves, (ſays the Apoſtle) to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the King as Su- 
preme, or unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by 
bim, for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, and for the Praiſe 
of them that do well. For fo is the Will of God, that with 
well. doing ye may put to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 
Nothing he thought could ſo much obſtruct the Pro- 


as Diſobedicnce to the Civil Power; againſt which it 
had guarded with ſo many Precepts, under no leſs a San- 
ction than that of eternal Damnation. But to leave them 

wholly 


' ſhould not make a wrong Uſe of theſe peculiar Favours; 


*. © 


greſs of Chriſtianity, or caſt ſuch a Reproach upon it, 
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but That immediately of God; and that they o- d no 
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wholly inexcuſable, without the leaſt Colour for this Sin; 
the Apoſtle particularly takes care to ſpecify the Falſbood 
and Impiety of that Popular Objection, ſo frequently 
urg'd in its Defence, drawn from the miſtaken Notions 
of Chriſtian Liberty; whereby they aſſerted that they as 
Free Men were utterly exempt from all other Juriſdictions, 


Homage or Subjection to thoſe who did not govern them 
by their Own Laws, or the divine Appointment; that 
Obedience on any other Grounds was mere Slavery, in- 
conſiſtent with their Religion, and that conſequently 
neither Cæſar, nor any of his Roman Pro-Conſuls or De- 
puties had any juſt Claim to their Allegiance. That this 
was their ayow'd Principle, their own Hiſtorian informs us. 
Mfrs Powmaiotc, wire dN ru Ne. Ot. And in ano- Joſeph. 1. 8 
ther Place, #redor & A % ja; di uro, I Pave win © 4 37: 

And en xpei r ſus da xa ubarey, Oed J wiry fe Herr. It 
ſeems thoſe ſpecious Pretences of Rebelling in Defence of Re- 


ligion, and for Liberty and Property, appear d very early in 
the Chriſtian Church; in order co ſubvert the Foundati- 


ons of Chriſtianity. But ſome Moderns, notwithſtanding 
this Apoſtolical Prohibition, have reviv'd the old Objecti- 


on, and manag' it as if it never had been anſwer'd, (the 


uſual Method of That Fation;) but have indeed not a 
little improv'd, and refin'd upon its Iniquity. For as 
their Predeceſſors reſiſted their Governours, becauſe they 
were Heathens, and as ſuch, Enemies to their Faith, and 
ſo not entitled to their Allegiance, as they pretended : 
Theſe their Succeſſors rebelV'd againſt their Natural and 
Legal Sovereign, governing them by the exacteſt Mea- 


ſures of their own Laws, dethron'd and murder d him, 


— 
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not only without, but contrary to all Law, for defending 
{ the pure and inviolable Religion of Chriſt's Church, eſta- 
| bliſh'd by thoſe very Laws, and maintaining the Rights and 
Properties of his Subjects, by the juſt and due Execution 
bf them. Thus Rebellion has always pleaded Liberty in 
its Juſtification, by repreſenting Government as a mere 
Antichriſlian Bondage, which a Free People are not bound 
to ſubmit to, but may throw off at their Will and Plea- 
ſure. In Oppoſition to which falſe and pernicious Noti- 
on, the Apoſtle in this Chapter does in the Name, and 
by the Authority of God, expreſsly found the Original of 
All Government upon the Delegation of the Divine Power 
to his Vicegerents, as ſent by him; who therefore acting 
by bis Commiſſion, juſtly demand Obedience for the Lord's 
ſake, by virtue of his indiſpenſable Command, and by 
an Obligation of Conſcience. And to put an End to all 
Doubts and Controverſies about this weighty Duty, he 
aſſures them that their Objections againſt it were equally 
Frivolous and Wicked; that Chriſtianity had indeed ren- 
der d them Free, but not from Government; and that if 
they preſum d to abuſe this their Liberty to its Prejudice, 
they made the Goſpel a Shelter of their Wickedneſs, an 
Erndwupe & xaxlz;, a ſanctify d Cover, or (as tis well ren- 
der d) a Cloak for their Sin; for that no Mortal could 
pretend to any other Liberty, but what was conſiſtent with, 
flowing from, and reſolvable into his Relation to his Crea- 
| tour, and ſupreme Law-Giver, as a Servant of God. As 
free, but not uſing your Liberty for a Cloak, of Maliciouſneſs, 
but as the Servants of God. 3 
From which words I ſhall endeavour to draw out the 
Force of thus excellent, bur ill- underſtood Argument, 
over- 
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overthrowing the ve 


I. Firſt, By ſtating the true Notion of Chriſtian Liber. 


ty, ſhewing wherein it conſiſts, and how it may b2,usd 
lawfully by us, as the Servants of God. 
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ry Foundation of All Reſiſlance 
againſt the Civil Power. And this I ſhall do, | 


II. Secondly, By inſtancing in ſome of the Abuſes of 
it, wherein it may be fo perverted, as to be made a Cloak 


of Maliciouſneſs. 


III. Thirdly, By proving the Abſurdity, as well as Wick- 
edneſs of ſuch Abuſes of our Liberty. | 


IV. Laſtly, By laying before you the happy Conſequen- 
ces of True Liberty, and the Miſery and Slavery of the 


miſtaken Notions:about it, and applying the whole to the 


preſent Solemnity. 


I. And Firſt I am to ſtate the true Notion of Chriſtian 


o 


Liberty, to ſhew wherein it conſiſts, and how it may be 


us d lawfully by us, as the Servants of God. That there 
is ſuch a thing as Chriſtian Liberty, needs not to be proy'd; 
but is here taken for granted by the Apoſtle, who preſup- 
poſes it as the Ground of this Objection. As free, &c. 
ſays he. Now if we conſult and compare thoſe Places of 
Holy Scripture, where this Doctrine of Liberty is fully 


aſſerted ; we ſhall find that it conſiſts of theſe three Bran- 
ches: namely, Suge 


1. A Freedom from the Power and Dominion of Sin 
and the Devil, and the Curſe of the Moral Law. This 
Freedom 


Freedom is purchas'd for us 
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by the Death of Chriſt, by 
which we are Partakers of the Spirit of Adoption, and are 
deliver d from the Bondage of Corruption, into the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God, as 1s prov'd at large Fohn 8. 
32, 36. Rom. 6.15, 22. and 8. 2, 3. Gal. 3. 13. and 4. 6, 
26. and 5. 1, Oc. This is a Myſtical Exemption from all 
Spiritual Servitude; but is ſo far from being an Exem- 
ption from Laws, that the very Eſſential Condition of this 
Liberty conſiſts in a Perfect Oedience to all the Injunctions 
of Chriſtianity. | 
2. It conſiſts in a Freedom from the Ritual Ceremo- 
Rom. 8.15, nies of the Moſaic Law, and the Spirit of Bon- 
dage to fear, abrogated by our Saviour. But 
Gal-44 tho that Handwriting of Ordinances is blotted 
ont, the Goſpel is eſtabliſhed in its Room, 
which preſcribes our Liberty within its juſt Bounds; in- 
veſting the Church with an Authority to appoint ſuch 
Ceremonies, as it judges proper to preſerve 
Order, and Decency, Uniformity, and Edifica- 
2 ; and obliging its Members to the Obſervation of 
them. 
3. It conſiſts in a Free Uſe of all things that are in 
their Nature Indifferent; that is, things concerning which 
the Law is ſilent, or has made no Determination; leav- 
ing us at our on Choice, either to ack or not to act. 
Let even in this Caſe our Chriſtian Freedom (tho relating 
to things perfectly Indifferent in themſelves) where it may 
Occaſionally prove a Matter of Offence to Weak Brethren, 
Is entirely over-rul'd by the Law of Scandal; which a- 
bridges it under very ſevere Penalties, as we may read at 
large in the fourteenth to the Romans. 1 


2 Cor. 14. 40. 


2 


c 
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Ol cheſe three Parts the Perfect Law of Liberty is 5..yamess. 23 
conſtituted 3 which is ſo far from ſuppoſing 

an Immunity from Laws, that it conſiſts in an Obligation 
and Obedience to them, This is all, and certainly a very 
Glorious Liberty which God has indulg'd us as Rational 
Creatures; Thus indeed we are Free, but tis ſtill as the 
Servants of God. Which leads me in the Second Place 


II. To inſtance in ſome of the Abuſes of this Liberty, 
wherein it may be fo perverted, as to be made a Cloak 
of Maliciouſneſs. All which in general will be found to 
take their Riſe from that falſe, but prevailing Opinion 
of Liberty, that it conſiſts in an Immunity from Laws 
which is a direct Contradiction to the true Notion of it, 
deliver d to us by God in the Scriptures; and is in ſhort 
nothing but an unwarrantable and ſinful Licentiouſne ſs, 
turning the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, in all Lewd- 
neſs and Irregularity both in Principle and Practice. Up- 
on which two Particulars, Iwill endeavour to make good 
3 againſt this Synagogue of Libertines ſtrictly ſo 
Ca 

1. As to Principles. It would be endleſs to recount 
all the Blaſphemies, Hereſies, Schiſms, and Errors of 
all kinds, juſtify d and maintain d under this ſpecious Pre- 
tence by our Modern Infidels. Moſt of which have been 
lately collected, and dreſs d up in a new Form to recom- 
mend them to the World in their celebrated Piece, The 
Diſcourſe of | Free-thinking, as tis call'd. By the Authors 
of which, in open 5 ha of the Government, of the 
Church, and of the State, the whole Body of Chriſtianity, 
with all its Sacred Myſteries and 0rdinances, are exposd 
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as Prieſtcraſt and Impoſture; Divine Inſpiration, and the 
Holy Scriptures repreſented as Enthuſiaſm, or Forgery 
the Soul as Material and Mortal; the Worſhip of God as 
ſenſeleſs Fear and Superſtition ; Heaven and Hell as mere 
Dreams and Fables; and in a Word all the Laws of God 
and the Church, all the Creeds and Terms of Communion 
as Spiritual Slavery, in oppolition to this Liberty and Free- 
thinking. Theſe Things being notorious, we need only 
appeal to the World for the Truth of the Facts; which are 
Glory d in by Many, and Denyd by None. Paſs we on there- 
fore, | 
2. Secondly to their Praflice; Which we ſhall find to 

be a true Tranſcript of their Principles; that is, the Prin- 
ciples of Infidelity, and of Diſobedience to all Laws both 
Humane and Divine. For ſuch a Free-thinker, if he be 
conſiſtent with himſelf, muſt be a Free- actor too, and 
can live under no Juriſdibtion or Controul; He is equally 
without Guide or Governour, owes as little Allegiance to 
his Prince, as Faith to his God; he is dependent of nei- 
ther, and a Rebell againſt both; ſets up his own Witt as 
1 the Supreme Meaſure of his Actions, for which he is an- 
ſwerable to no Body but himſelf; Right and Wrong , 
Good and Evil, are idle Notions and empty Speculations 
with him; and in a word, he lives and dies in Confſu- 
ſion, Anarchy, and Libertiniſm; that is, in direct Contemps © 
of, and Contradiction to all the Injenfions both of God 
and Mar. If theſe are not Abuſes of Liberty, pretending 
an Exemption from All Obligations, as a Cloak of Impic- 
ity: I think nothing deſerves to be call'd ſo; and we 
our ſelves alſo muſt cancel all the Fundamental Diſtin- 
ctions between Good. and Evil, To make which far- 


ther 


2 | before the Houſe of Commons. 


—— 


| © J 


ther appear, I proceed to the Third General Head; 
namely, | 


III. Thirdly, To prove the Abſurdity, as well as Wicked- 
neſs of ſuch Abuſes of our Liberty. The very mentioning 
theſe things one would think a ſufficient Confutation 
of them. To prove This, 1s only to prove that there 
is really ſuch a Thing as Government in the World; and 
that it is Supported and Maintain'd by Divine, and Hu- 
man Laws, to Regulate our Minds, and our Actions; That 
we have the Goſpel for the One, and Statutes for the 
Other; and that Faith, and Obedience are Duties enjoin'd 
both by God, and Man; that our Underſtandings are as 
much ſubject ro God, as our Wills; that We are equal- 
ly Accountable for Both; and as much Oblig d to Think, 
and Believe, as We are to Act, by the Rules and Laws 
preſcrib'd Us in his Word. And conſequently, that it 
15 as reaſonable to affirm, that a Man may Rebel, 
commit Murder, Adultery, &c. and not be Criminal, 
and Obnox1ous for taking this Liberty; as to deny God 
in Speculation, or contradict That Creed, to which He 
requires our Aſſent. The Folly, and Impiety of this 
wild Scheme lye ſo intermingl'd ; that the ſame Argu- 
ments demonſtrate Both. To aſſert the contrary, is to 


make the Creature independent of the Creator; and to 


deſtroy that Relation which is Eternal, and as wnalte- 
rable as His Nature. Theſe Obligations are Congenial 
with his Being, and commence from the very Mo— 
ment of His Birth. They grow up with Him, and are 
forever inſeparable from Him. He ſtipulates for their 
5 | C P erfor- 
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| Performance in Baptiſm, and can expect Salvation on 


no other Terms. The very Conſtitution of all Laps is 
Founded upon, and Reſolvable into Them: And He that 
denies them, denies the' Being either of God, or Him- 
ſelf; Obligations from the One to the Other neceſſarily 
reſulting from the allow'd Exiſtence of Both. So that 
whoſoever excludes Divine Right out of Government 
muſt fall into this miſerable Dilemma; that either God 
has no Right of Himſelf, ellen Delegate it to 
Others. Eitner of which Aſſertions ak 
my: And it will be found a real, tho' ſad Truth, 
that whatever Cloak theſe Libertines may caſt upon 
their Schemes, they really Believe no God; for All their 
Principles of Government exclude Him out of them, 
and are plainly founded on nothing but downright 
Athaſm. SLE : Wi 
But if We were to ſet aſide Religion in this Point, 


ment only under a Political View ; it can never be ſup- 
pos d that it ſhould leave its Subjects Arbitrary Fudges 


of the Equity of its Laws after their Eſtabliſhment; fo 


as to obey or diſobey them, as they think fit. For 
this would be to ſuppoſe a Power not only exempt from, 
but ſuperior to the Laws (tho, to ſhew its Inconſiſtency, 
inferior to them likewiſe) which would take away their 
Force, and render all Government precarious, and conſe- 
quently aſeleſſ. Us 2 
Upon what Bottom therefore would theſe Lawleſs 
Men found their Liberty? By what Authority do they 
rheſe things ? Ur who gave them this Authority? Whence 
; $ | 


* 
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1 Pas it? From Heaven, or of Men? They own. the Au 
| ; thority of neither; They diſavow the Juriſdiction and 
1 Power of Both. But they ſtill inſiſt, tis their Natural 
Right, as Free- born Men; whereby none is ſubject any 
farther than Compact, and Conſent obliges Him. I 
ask therefore, What do they mean by this ſo-much- 
talk d of Natural Right? Is it eſſentially, and indepen- 
dently inherent in themſelves; or communicated by ano. 
ther ? If they. ſay the former; can any thing belonging 
to a dependent Being be it ſelf independent? If the lata 
ter; who is that Other who ſo communicated this Right? 
Who can communicate a Natural Right, but the 
Author of Nature? Or rather a Communicated Natural 
Right is a Notion abſurd in it ſelf; and fo indeed is 
any Natural Right at all, as it relates to Creatures; 
To ſpeak ſtrictly, no Being has any Natural Right, 
but God; who by vertue of Creation has a Natural 
Eſſential Right to the Obedience of his Creatures. But 
thoſe Creatures themſelves have Naturally no Right to 
any thing: unleſs it can be prov d, that they had a 
Natural Right to be Created. To ſet aſide That Epi- 
iet therefore, What Right at all did God ever give 
mem (for we have ſhewn that He alone could give 16 
them) to pay no Obedience any farther than Compact 
obliges? He has been ſo far from ever granting any; 
ſuch thing, that He has frequently commanded the di- 
rect contrary, without Limitation or Reſcrve. I would 
not have this Argument miſunderſtood or miſapply d. 
to juſtify ſuch Conſequences as may ſeem to be dravm 
from it to the Prejudice of Hunan Liberty. For tha; 
* C 2 Man- 
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Mankind have no Right in themſelves but what they 


| f receive from God, or thoſe delegated by him; yet 


” when thoſe Rights are inveſted in them by his Autho. 


rity, they ought not to be taken away or deſtroy'd by 


the Uſurpation, or ill Management of a Tyrannical or 


they are to be conſider d as Original Grants from the 


Arbitrary Govefor. And an humble Submiſſion for 


Conſcience ſake to higher Powers, and a due Uſe of 
the Rights which God has given both to Princes and. 
Subjects, is ſo far from tending to Slavery; that it is the 
moſt effectual Security againſt it. 

Then as to Human Conſtitution: Is not every Man, 
by being born under any Stated Government, and owing 
his Protection to it, Subject as ſuch, to all the Laws, 
and Conſtitutions of that Government? So that this 
ſappos d Liberty is foreclos d from his very Birth; and 
the Moment he comes into the World, he is under a 
State of Subjection. As he grows up, and is farther in- 
corporated into it, his Obligations ſtill riſe and increaſe 
m proportion to his Age, and Abilities. He is ſworn: 
into all the Duties of Alegiance, and gives farther Pledges 
of it to his Prince, his Church, and his Country. Every 


Man has his Station and Place in the Community; and: 


no one 1s under ſuch a State of Liberty, as to be ſuch 
an Individual, as not to belong to the Body Politich, or 
bear no Relation to it. There is therefore no Mediuns 


Man ceaſes. to be One, he commences the Uther. And, 
as for the popular Objection of Right, Property, or Pri. 
vilege, whether they conſiſt in Honour, Power, or Eſtate, 


Crown, 


betwixt a True Subject, and a Rebel; the Minute a 


* * 
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ommons. 13 
Cromn or Legiſlature, and can be only held conditional. 
H, in Subjection to the Laws, which ſtand as a Guard 
of the Royal Prerogatives on the One Hand, and of the 
Liberties, and Poſſeſſtons of the People on the other. 
From whence tis evident, that an Immunity from theſe: 
Laws muſt deſtroy both, overturn the very Founda- 
tions of Government, and bring in ſuch a Confuſion, 
as will baniſh all Peace, Civility, and Humanity out 
of the World. From all which undeniable Premiſes not 
only the Truth, but the Abſolute Neceſſity, and Indiſpen- 
* fable Duty of Obedience is inferr'd; Actively, in all that 
We can, and Paſſively, in all that We cannot lawfully: 
ſubmit to; and that not only out of Fear, but for: 
| Conſcience ſake; Excluding 4 Reſiſtance whatſoever to: 
the Supreme Power as Impious, and Illegal, according to 
that excellent Determination of the er. upon 
the Great Rebellion. * That by the Undoubted and fun- 
| damental Laws. of this Kingdom, neither the Peers of 
| this Realm, nor the Commons, nor Both together, in Par- 
liament, or out of Parliament, nor the People, Collective- 
ly, or Repreſentatively, nor any other Perſons whatſoeverg. 
ever had, have, hath, or ought to have, any Coercive. Power- 
over the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. | 


IV. I come now to my laſt Particular, to lay be⸗ 
fore Jou the Happy Conſequences of True Liberty, and: : 
the Miſery, and Slavery of the Miſtalen Notions. aboud 
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58 and to apply the whole Diſcourſe to the preſent So- 
Having ſewn the 4hſurdity, and Fichędneſe of this 
falſe Principle in it ſelf, as utterly inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and Religion, Goſpel, and Law; the contrary 
Poſition muſt be ir refragably True, and entirely agroe- 
able to the Laws of God, and Man; and there needs 
not much Argument to prove that the: Efefs. muſt 
reſemble the Cauſes; and that Happineſs, and Proſpe- 
rity, Peace, and Freedom muſt be the natural Pro- 
duct of Subjection to certain Laws; and Shame; and Miſe- 
ry, Confuſion, and Slavery, of their pretended Inmunity 


from All. 


There is nothing that catries ſuch an irreſiſtible 
Charm in it, and that ſo much Engages our Affe- 
ctions as LIBERTY; it is the Darling: Bleſſing of 
Mankind, without which all Others are inſipid, and 
for the Obtaining of which they would: willingly part 
with All that they enjoy without it. This is the 
Pearl of that Great Price, as to this Life, that 
We mould ſell all We haver to purchaſe: it: The ves 
rx Notion of SLAVERI makes Nature ſtart wich 
Abhorrence, and Refentment, at a Thing which re- 
duces it to Shame, and Indignity, Scorn, and Con- 
tempt, and what it deteſts under amy Form or iCondi- 
tion. Golden Chains can never recommend Servirude; 
or make a Palace of a Priſon. But as nothing is ſo 
much, or lo juſtly deſir d as LIBE RIT; nothing is ſo. 
much Abus d, and. Miſunderſtood, and Perverted to ſuch 
Wicked Purpoles Twas this ſpecious Fallacy, the Au- 
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thor of Al Rebellion, made uſe of to beguile, our FP 


Parents; and with which He has ever ſince deluded 
their Poſterity to Sedition, and Diſobedience. It is the 


Signal, and Party. Nord of Faction, to Amuſe Credulous 


and Ignorant People with Fears, and Fealoufies, about 
what they think dearer to Them than their Lives; 
and therefore tis no Wonder, that They ſo frequently 
lay them down in the pretended Vindication of what 
perhaps is not in Danger. But all this Qut-cry is 
often rais d by politick Mutineers, as a baſe, and falſe 
Inſinuation upon our Governors in Church, and State, 
to repreſent Them as Encroachers upon the Freedom, and 
Properties of the Subject, whenever they would incite 
them to InſurreAion, and Rebellion. This is their con- 
ſtant Topick of Declamation againſt the Church and 
Monarchy ;- as if a due Execution of the Laws, which 
were made (under God's Providence) as the only Bul- 


wark againſt Popery, and Slavery in our Kingdom, 


was the moſt certain way to bring thoſe. Abominations 
upon Us. Is there any Reaſon to be Aſſign d, why We 


ſhould. not as much Love, and Value LIBERTY as 


They 2 Can They imagine Ys ſuch Fools, as to ſacri- 
fice Our Eaſe, and Intereſt for nothing, to make Our 
Selves Beaſis of Burden, and to Court Servility, Fetters, 
and Miſery , only by way of Complement to Our Supe. 
riors? No! this is their Chak of Maliciouſneſs, which 
They caſt over their Hypocritical Deſigns ; and with 


which they Cloath the Devil, and Zransform him into 


ax. Angel of 1 They Believe it not themſelves ; 
They know theſe are Impoſtares to pals upon the Vulgar; 
. 2s 
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as the Poet tells us, twas the old Art of a Spreader of 
| Sedition, 


| 8 pargere voces 3 
In vulgum Ambiguas, & quærere Conſcius arma. Virg. 


This Well-manag d Ambiguous Word LIBERTY, 
has often with its Noiſe Beat all the True Senſe of it 
out of the Nation. Which will be ever found to 
conſiſt, not in an Immunity from (as they pretend) bur 
in a due Subjeftion to All Laws both Eccleſiaſtical, and 
Civil. Which is evident from the expreſs Words of 
God. For therefore the Goſpel is call'd 7he Perfect 
James l. 1j Law of Liberty, whereby We Know the Truth, 
John 8. 32. aud the Truth ſhall make us Free, convey'd to 
x. Cor. x7. us by the Holy Ghoſt, the Free Spirit; For 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty. And 
We are commanded, To ſtand faſt in this Li- 
N berty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us Free, and 
not to be intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. And ſince 
3 We are called unto Liberty, We muſt not uſe our 
 * Liberty, for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by Love 
ſerde one another. Which Words of St. Paul are an exact 
Comment on St. Peter's in the Text; declaring joint- 
Iy, that perfect and true Liberty, is nothing elſe, but 
N the Service of God in Obedience to His Laws; and that 
b tis abus'd for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, when tis made 
fl uſe of for an Occaſion to the Fleſh: that is, to ſerve any 
J Elegal, or Sinful Purpoſes. The Patrons of this Falſe 
Liberty either cannot, or will got, diſtinguiſh wc 

: Slaves, 
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Slaves, and Subjects; They repreſent all Obedien c 
as Shackles impos d upon Human Nature; and make 
Religion and Government, ſuch a Toke, as it cannot bear. 
What theſe Men mean by Nature is plain; that is 
Nature in its Degenerate, and Corrupted State, (as 
they would have 1t) let looſe to all its Vicious and 
Enormous Luſts and Paſſions, and wholly ſubdued to 
their Tyrannical Uſurpations; which indeed is the moſt 
true Account, and exact Definition of Slavery. 
Whoſoever committeth Sin (ſays our Saviour) 7s 
the Servant (or Slave) of Sin. Know ye not 
(ſays the Apoſtle) that to whom ye yield your ſelves 
Servants to obey, his Servants ye are, to whom ye obey ; 
whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience unto Righ- 
teouſneſs ? ---- But being made Free from Sin, and become 
Servants unto God, ye have your Fruit unto Holineſs, and 
he end everlaſting Life. And St. Peter's expreſs Words 
may determine this Point. While they promiſe 
them Liberty, they themſelves are the Slaves of 
Corruption; for of whom a Man is overcome, of the ſame is he 
brought into Bondage. This indeed is the moſt odious, 
and deteſtable Bondage Human Nature can degrade 
it ſelf to, by which it offers Violence to its own 
Reaſon, contradicts its own Laws, deſerts its own 
Happineſs, Apoftatizes from God its Creator, and Re- 
deemer; and ſubjects its ſelf to the Dominion of 
1ts greateſt Enemy and Tyrant the Deyil; who pays 
his Vaſſals with Wages anſwerable to his accurſed 
Prudgery, Pain, Sickneſs, Shame, and Death here, 
and Everlaſting Damnation, wt himſelf nere 
| | ut 
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But the Service of God is perfect Freedom; His Ways are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs., and all his Paths Peace; His 
Toke is eaſy, and his Burden light; and his Command. 
ments not Grievous, but ſuch as tend to promote our 
real Pleaſure, and Welfare in this World, and ſecure 
our Eternal Felicity in the next. Thus is evident in all 
the Praftical Duties of Religion, and no leſs in the 
Neceſſary Matters of Faith ; wherein God, by yertue 
of his Sovereignty, may undoubtedly command our 
Belief implicitly, in ſuch Things as He thinks fit to 
Reveal, tho' they are above our Reaſon to compre- 
hend, without the Blaſphemous Imputation of Erſta- 
wing his Creatures. And where the 0bjefs are ſuited to 
our Reaſon, He commands us to exerciſe it in ZThink- 
ing as freely as we can, within the Bounds of Sobrie- 
ty and Humility, in examining the Grounds, and 
Foundations of our Faith to the very bottom ; which 
the deeper we ſearch into, the fuller Conviction we 
ſhall receive of its Truth, the moſt infallible Remedy 
for that Scepticiſm, Infidelity, and Atheiſm, that is the 
certain Product of this Liberty falſely ſo call'd. Which, 
as it overturns all Religion, is of no leſs Deſtructive 
Conſequence in Government, (upon which it ſp much 
depends) by ſtriking at the very Root of its Autho- 
rity; Denying Obedience to its Laws, Cancelling 
the Power of the Sovereign, ſubjecting Him to the 
Arbitrary Will of the Populace, rendring our Conſtitu- 
tion Anarchy, the Crown a Ball of perpetual Conten- 
tion for ambitious Uſurpers and Tyrants, our Princes 
Contemptible, and our People Slaves. And _ de- 
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. liver us from ſuch Enthralling and Damnable Licen- 
tiouſneſs, with which we can be neither Good Chriftians, 
nor Good Subjects, neither Faithful Servants to God, or 
our Queen, our Church, or our Country. | 

From the lamentable Effects of which his Gracious 
Providence did ſo wonderfully deliver us on this Bleſ- 
ſed Day. For to this abominable Licentiouſneſs both 
in Opinion, and Practice is chiefly to be aſcrib'd the 
Riſe, Progreſs, and unhappy Succeſs of the Great Re- 
bellion, and all the Miſeries and Oppreſſions , conſequent 
thereupon, under which theſe Kingdoms ſo long Groan'd. 

For that the Enemies of the Government might the 
more effectually attack it in its Vital part, ſuch Sedi- 
tious Principles were Infus'd into the People, as might 
prepare them for the Execution of the moſt barbarous 
and horrid Crimes. The Incloſures of Religion were 
accordingly laid open; and under the Pretence of Liberty 
of Conſcience, ſuch a prodigious Swarm of Enthuſia- 
ſtic Sefs, Schiſms, and Hereſies ſprung up, as quite 
eclips'd and confounded the True Doctrine, and Diſci- 
pline of the Church. So that (to ſpeak in the Language 
of the Legiſlature) ** This Party of Wretched' Miſ- 
„ creants, deſperately Wicked, and Hardned in their 
« Impicty (who were as far from being True Prote- 
« ſtants as True Subjects) having ſtrengthned them- 
* ſelves. in Power and Faction, by odious Arts and 
« Devices, Plotted and Contriv'd the Ruin and De- 
4 ſtruction of this Excellent Monarchy, and with it 
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«of the True Reform'd Proteſtant Religion, which had 
« been ſo long protected by it, and flouriſhed under it; 
& arid found it neceſſary in order to the carry ing on of 
« their Pernicious and Traiterous Deſigns, to throw down 
All the Bulwarks and Fences of Law, and to ſubvert the 
very Being and Conſtitution of Parliament; that ſo they 
might at laſt make their way for that Impious Fact, that 
* Execrable Murder, that moſt Unparallelld Treaſon com- 
« mitted in their Fanatick Rage on the Sacred Perſon of our 
Sovereign; whereby the Proteſtant Religion received the 
greateſt Wound and Reproach, and the People of England 
the moſt unſupportable Shame and Infamy that was poſ- 
« {ible for the Enemies of God, and the King to bring upon 
us. With which bleſſed Martyr at once fell both the 
'Crown, and the Mitre, our Religion and Government, our 
Laws and Liberties; and under the Pretence of Redre/ſing 
Grievances, and the Fear of Popery and Arbitrary Power, the 
Nation was reduc'd into the moſt intolerable State of Affli- 
ction, Bondage, and Atheiſm, that ever a People aban- 
don'd by God, and given up to their own Luſts could en- 
dure. * Out of all which deplorable Confuſions, Divi- 
* ſions, Wars, Devaſtations, and Oppreſſions, Almight 
God, the King of Kings, and SOLE-DISPOSER of all 
© EARTHLY CROWNS, and Kingdoms, by his All- 
* ſwaying Providence and Power, miraculouſly reſcued 
* us, by the Wonderful, Glorious, Peaceable, and Joyful 
« Reſtauration of our King, to the Actual Poſſeſſion and 
Exerciſe of his undoubted HEREDITARY, Sovereign 


— 
— —, — — —— — — — = 4 


— ¶ö;— 


T: | 7 — 
* AQ Anno 12, Car. II. C. 14. 


« and 


We before the Hl ouſe of Commons. 21 


and Legal Authority over us: After ſundry Years forc'd 
* Exterminat ion into foreign Parts, by the moſt traiterous 
< Confpiracies, and armed Power of Uſurping Tyrants, 
% and execrable, perfidious Traitors.” By which the. 
Church and Government were reſettled upon their ancient. 
Foundations; the Dignity, Freedom, and Power of our 
Laws, and Parliaments reviv'd; and the true Liberty of the 
Subject, as the Iſſue of them, was Re-eſtabliſh'd on this 
happy Day. A Day, which ought for ever to ſhine in 
the Britiſh Calendar, diſtinguiſh'd with more than ordi- 
nary Marks of Honour and Regard by every true and 
loyal Member of our Conſtitution. A Day, to which we 
owe all the Publick Benefits, that we, or our Poſterity can 
enjoy. A Day, to which we owe ſo many Bleſſings flowing 
from the gracious and mild Adminiſtration of the Pious 
Remains of that Royal Progeny, under whom we flou- 
Tiſh with all the Mercies that can render any People moſt 
compleatly Happy; would our Duty and Gratitude riſc 
in proportion to them. God Almighty has indeed 
Diſtinguiſbd Her Reign (and may he long continue to 
do fo!) above thoſe of Her Royal Anceſtors, with ſuch 
Signal Marks of his peculiar Kindneſs, as ſeem to point 
Her out, as much the Favourite of Heaven, as the Dar- 

ling of Her People. The Succeſs with which He has al- 
ways Crown'd her Arms, has been as much Superior 
to theirs; as the Glorious P EAC P, She has obtain d by 
them, exceeds all that ever theſe Nations were yet 
Bleſs d with. This indeed was the only End, for which 
She Drew Her Sword of Fuſtice; and when it had done 
its Great Work, and impartially Diſtributed the Rights 


and 
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and Liberties of contending Kingdoms, and ſettled Her 
own upon that moſt exact Balance of Intereſt and Power; 
in Goodneſs and Mercy She Sheath'd it, and put a ſtop 
to that Deluge of Blood and Treaſure, which has been fo 
cruelly and profuſely laviſh'd : Which great Bleſſing could 
only have been accompliſh'd under God and Herſelf, by 
ſuch a Faithful, Wiſe, and Steady Miniſtry, and ſuch 
a Parliament; who have been always ready to Sacrifice 
whatever elſe is dear to them for the Public“ Good, 
and have no other Deſigns to carry on, but ſuch as may 
Promote the Safety, Honour, and Welfare of the Crown, 
the Church, and Their Country. And 'tis no wonder that 
ſuch an Adminiftration ſhould Provoke the Malice, En- 
vy, and Rage of an abandon'd Faction, who have ſuffici- 
ently ſhewn how well they are affected to all Three. Who 
ſince they have loſt the good Opinion of the People, 
whom they had ſo long deluded, are impatient in being 
deſtitute of doing Miſchief ; who as they behave them- 
ſclves moſt tyrannically in Power, are moſt ſeditious when 
they are out of it; equally Enemies in both Caſes to True 
and Real Liberty. A word, by which they themſelves 
mean nothing, but the Power of Betraying their Sove- 
reign, and Enſlaving their Fellow- Subjects, and of Over- 
turning the Conſtitution both in Church and State. In 
order to which they thought, . their Project was 
ripe, Obedience to the Civil Power upon Principles of Con- 

ſcience (without which it can never ſtand) was exploded 
as a Slaviſh, nay a Damnable Doctrine; tho the expreſs 
Doctrine of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. What ridiculous 
Mockery is it to hear ſuch Men ſet themſelves up for 
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Patriots; and talk of the Fears of Popery, and the Dan- 
ger of their Country, which was never ſo much in 
Danger, as from Themſelves! Who tho' they have been 
ſo providentially detcated, V are ſtill carrying on the 
ſame permcious Conſpiracy , - endeavouring to poyſon 
the Kingdom again by ſpreading their factious Prin- 
ciples, and ſeditious Libels in every Corner of it. To pre- 
vent which we ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of Keeping up 
the Remembrance of this Good Day; to diſappoint and 
overthrow the wicked Deſigns of ſuch Traiterous, Heady, and 
 High-minded Men; who under the Pretence of Religion and 
Liberty, and God's moſt Holy Name, had contriv d, and well 
nigh effected the utier Deſtruction of this Church and King- 
dom; and who will never be at Reſt till they have brought 
the ſame diſmal Calamities upon us again. But ſurely we 
have ſmarted ſo ſeverely under this Egyptian Bondage, 
as never more to permit the heavy Yoke to be put on 
our ſervile Necks, or ungratefully complain and murmur 
at thoſe Perſons who have done fo great things for us. One 
would think, we needed no other Argument to recom- 
mend the Excellency of our well temper d Conſtitution (fo 
particularly calculated for the true Liberty of the Subject, 
as well as the Honour and Dignity of the Prince) to our 
Eſteem, Zeal, and Love; which we cannot in the leaſt 
Tuttle depart from wich Safety. Let us ſtedfaſtly adhere | 
to that both in Church and State, as the very Baſis up- 
on which our whole Happineſs ſtands; and which, if 
inviolably maintain d, may make us deſpiſe our Enemies, 
and defy the Gates of Hell to prevail againſt us. For 
which End let us beſerch God in the Words of our 
Church, 
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Ich, to © ſend forth his Light and his Truth for the 


"$3.3 V h | 
F \Dicover of theſe Depths of Satan, this Myſtery of Ini- 


uity; to infatuate and defeat all the ſecret Counſels of 
the ungodly; to abate their Pride, aſſwage their Malice, 
« and confound their Devices. To ſtrengthen the Hands 
* of our Gracious Sovereign Q. ANNE, and all that are 
« put in Authority under Her, with Judgment and Juſtice, 
« to cut off all ſuch Workers of Iniquity as turn Religion 
into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction, that they may 
e never again prevail againſt us, nor triumph in the Ruin 
£ of the Monarchy and Church amongſt us. And that God 
could protect and defend our Sovereign Lady the Queen 
< with the Royal Family, from all Treaſons and Conſpira- 
“ cies;. that he would be unto Her an Helmet of Salvation, 
and a ſtrong Tower of Defence againſt the Face of all 
Her Enemies. And as for thoſe that are implacable, 


- & that he would cloath them with Shame and Confuſion, 


that upon Her ſelf and Her Succeſſors, the Crown may 
for ever flouriſh. = 


